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Places for People
Places for People is a leading affordable homes-led placemaker that believes places work when they work for 
everyone, and that homes and communities are designed for the long term. We design places for the long term 
that are sustainable economically, socially and environmentally. The Group’s award-winning placemaking, property 
investment, development and management companies are active throughout the UK and collectively have the 
capability and expertise to create and manage entire places, considering all the things a place needs to become a 
sustainable community. 

Stantec
At Stantec Landscape we are committed to championing environmental 
sustainability and resilience in all our projects. We are passionate 
about implementing robust green infrastructure, prioritising meaningful 
biodiversity gains, and creating landscapes that have a lasting, positive 
impact on communities and the climate.

Taylor Wimpey
Taylor Wimpey is a leading national house builder with a local presence, building 
more than 15,000 high quality new homes each year across the UK. We are 
committed to creating sustainable communities that bring people together, deliver 
sustainable economic growth, care for our environment, securing greener, healthier 
homes and environments for us all. Our aim is to design and deliver environments 
in which people want to work, live and play, with placemaking at its heart.

Poppyfield Green

Give Us Feedback:
Questionnaire: GilstonParkEstate.com

Website Link: GilstonParkEstate.com

Chapelton, Aberdeenshire Meadow Brook, Oxfordshire

Watford Road, Elstree Blythe Valley Park, Solihull Wichelstowe, Swindon

Introduction
Thank you for joining us for our consultation on the 
Gilston Area Strategic Landscape Masterplan. Today’s 
event is an opportunity to find out more about the plans 
which are currently being developed and to discuss 
them with members of the technical team, prior to 
their finalisation and submission to East Herts District 
Council.

The Context
The Government designated the Harlow & Gilston 
Garden Town (HGGT) in January 2017 as a suitable 
location to accommodate significant growth and 
facilitate the regeneration of Harlow Town Centre. 
HGGT includes a planned 16,000 additional homes, 
employment areas and community facilities, of which 
10,000 homes are in the Gilston Area. 

In early 2023, East Herts District Council resolved 
to grant consent for Places for People and Taylor 
Wimpey's outline planning applications for 8,500 
homes (in Villages 1 to 6 ) and 1,500 homes (in Village 
7) respectively. 

The Gilston Area Charter Supplementary Planning 
Document, produced by East Herts District Council 
through engagement with key local stakeholders, 

requires a Strategic Landscape Masterplan to be 
produced, and sets out its role and requirements for its 
production. 

The Strategic Landscape Masterplan covers the large 
area of open space to the north west of the Gilston 
Area, as well as the open space between villages. 
It does not cover the developable area of the seven 
villages which will be subject to their own Village 
Masterplans.  
The Strategic Landscape Masterplan will be produced 
in accordance with the soon-to-be-issued outline 
planning permissions and will provide an added layer 
of detail to guide future 'reserved matters applications' 
which will contain the details of proposals for the 
Strategic Landscape Masterplan area.

The Consultation
This event sets out the emerging plans which are 
being developed in the form of a Design Code and 
Regulatory Plans which are being developed to 
guide future detailed planning applications following 
a series of Community Working Group and technical 
workshops. We welcome your feedback today as part 
of the ongoing process of engagement and to help us 
add further detail to our proposals. 

Grant Associates
Our approach is built on supporting natural capital and making a meas-
urable contribution toward improving the natural environment. We are 
working with stakeholders and a multi-disciplinary team to set a vision 
for the site, catalogue natural assets, identify options and implement 
the Gilston SLMP.

Accordia, Cambridgeshire Icknield Port Loop, Birmingham Accordia, Cambridgeshire

Welcome

Planning Context

The Gilston Area is allocated for residential-led 
development in the adopted East Herts District 
Plan (2018) under Policy GA1. The Gilston 
Area comprises Places for People’s Gilston 
Park Estate proposals for up to 8,500 new 
homes in Villages 1 - 6 and the Taylor Wimpey 
proposals for up to 1,500 new homes at Village 
7, along with supporting infrastructure, which 
is to be developed in keeping with Garden 
City principles. Outline Planning Applications 
(OPAs) have resolution to grant permission 
from East Herts District Council. 

The Gilston Area Concept Framework (2018) 
and the Gilston Area Charter SPD (July 2020), 
identify that the OPAs are to be followed by 
the preparation of a Strategic Landscape 
Masterplan (“SLMP”) (for the landscape that 
binds the villages together) and a Village 
Masterplan (“VMP”) for each village. These 
Masterplans will inform future Reserved 
Matters Applications which will set out the 
detailed design of each space and building. 

Summary Timeline
2009
Early site analysis 
and feasibility 
work and sketch 
proposals.

June 2021
Working Group Site 
tour

Community Engagements Timeline

Technical Working Groups Timeline

November 2021
Public Exhibition
Gilston Village Hall and 
Harlow

August 2021
Technical Working 
Group 01

September 2021
Technical Working Group 
02

September 2021
Technical Working Group 
03

October 2021
Technical Working 
Group 04

August 2023
Technical Working 
Group 06

September 2023
Technical Working Group 
07 (includes TWG 05)

July 2024
Technical Working 
Group 08

September 2023
Community Working Group 
Recap Webinar

July 2021
Community Working 
Group 01

November 2023
Community Working Group 
03

July 2024
Community Working 
Group 04

July 2024
Public 
Consultation

2013
Masterplan 
studies

2014
Representations 
to the Local Plan

2018
East Herts District 
Plan and Concept 
Framework 
Adopted

2019
Outline Planning 
Application 
Submitted

Village 1-7 
Masterplans

Village / 
Landscape 
Character 
Area RMA’s

2021
Hunsdon 
Eastwick Gilston 
Neighbourhood 
Plan Adopted

Landscape & Green Infrastructure 
Report

Gilston Park Estate



Gilston Area 
Neighbourhood Plan
22002200--22003333  

 (May 2021) 

HUNSDON EASTWICK AND GILSTON 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN GROUP

Plan Making Winner  
Editor’s Award Winner

The Strategic Landscape Masterplan (SLMP) will expand 
upon the principles established in the relevant Outline 
Planning Application and key planning policy and guidance 
documents including:
• East Herts District Plan (2018)
• Gilston Area Neighbourhood Plan (2021)
• Gilston Area Charter SPD (2020)
• Gilston Area Concept Framework (2018)
• Gilston Area Community Engagement Strategy (2020)
• Garden Town Vision and Design Guide (2018)
• HGGT Sustainability Guidance & Checklist (2021)

The Gilston Area Charter sets out a high-level brief for 
the SLMP, which is to establish a spatial strategy for the 
comprehensive development of the Gilston Area site 
allocation, focusing on establishing the key components 
and Character Areas that will form the green infrastructure 
network. 

The SLMP is to look to address strategic matters such as:
• Prioritising active and sustainable travel;
• Green infrastructure (including parks & sport etc.);
• Integration with adjacent settlements and landscapes;
• Landscape buffers;
• Flood risk and biodiversity net gain; and
• Long-term maintenance.

Stort Valley

Pye Corner

Hunsdon

Hunsdonbury

Harlow

Gilston House

Terlings 
Park

Site Plan

Strategic Landscape  
Masterplan (SLMP) Scope
Village Masterplan (VMP) 
Scope
Stort Valley
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The Site 

Aerial photo of the site with annotation of indicative photo locations 

View over Gilston Park to Gilston House from Lime Avenue

View over Gilston Park to Gilston House from Home Wood

 View from St Mary’s Church over Gilston Fields

Open View From Airfield Memorial and Hangers

View from Eastwick Church View from Golden Brook Valley to Golden Grove

View from Airfield towards overhead power lines

View over Gilston Park from Gilston House

Open View towards Home Wood from Cock Robin Lane

Open View towards Cock Robin Lane from Home Wood

View over Hunsdon Airfield
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Eastwick

Stort Valley

Gilston 
Pye Corner

Hunsdon Airfield

Hunsdonbury

Hunsdon

Gilston House

Golden Brook

Eastwick Brook

VILLAGE 01

VILLAGE 02

VILLAGE 07 VILLAGE 06

VILLAGE 03

VILLAGE 04

VILLAGE 05 Gilston Park

Eastwick Wood 
Country Park

Gilston 
Fields

Home Wood & 
Gibson’s Shaw
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Masterplan Objectives

SLMP Study Area      

Parks

Strategic Green Corridors

Stort Valley 

Village Corridors

Sustainable Transport Corridor

Sustainable Transport Corridor Interface 
with Character Areas

Existing Woodland

Woodland Buffer Zones

Hedgerow Buffer Zones

Landscape Areas (Wider agricultural estate)

Landscape Areas (Adjacent to Villages)

SLMP Scope, Objectives & 
Intended Outcomes

The objectives of the Masterplan are to:
• Create a beautiful and resilient landscape;
• Create a framework for ongoing stewardship and curation 

of the landscape;
• Develop and articulate the Natural and Historic Landscape 

Strategy into a clear and shared vision;
• Identify the character, purpose and use of each of the key 

landscape areas; and
• Provide a framework for the successful delivery of the 

masterplan that encompasses landscape management, 
amenity, access, leisure and recreation, SuDS drainage and 
flood risk, ecology and biodiversity, heritage assets, and 
landscape integration.

Eastwick

Eastwick

Stort Valley

Stort Valley

Gilston 
Pye Corner

Gilston 
Pye Corner

Hunsdon Airfield

Hunsdon Airfield

Hunsdonbury

Hunsdonbury

Hunsdon

Hunsdon

Harlow

Gilston House

Gilston House

Terlings 
Park

Terlings 
Park

Golden Brook

Golden Brook

Eastwick Brook

E
astw

ick B
rook

Fiddlers Brook

Fiddlers Brook

VILLAGE 01

VILLAGE 01

VILLAGE 02

VILLAGE 02

VILLAGE 07

VILLAGE 07

VILLAGE 06

VILLAGE 06

VILLAGE 03

VILLAGE 03

VILLAGE 04

VILLAGE 04

VILLAGE 05

VILLAGE 05

Gilston Park

Gilston Park

Eastwick Wood Country Park

Eastwick Wood 
Country Park

Gilston Fields

Gilston Fields

Home Wood & 
Gibson’s Shaw

Hunsdon Green Corridor/ 
Community Park

Hunsdon Green Corridor/ 
Community Park

Hunsdon 
Eastwick Gilston 
Neighbourhood Plan, 
adopted in 2021, is a 
key policy document 
which informs the 
development of the 
Gilston Strategic 
Landscape Masterplan

Gilston Area 
Neighbourhood Plan
2020-2033 

SUBMISSION DRAFT (June 2020) 

HUNSDON EASTWICK AND GILSTON 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN GROUP

The Vision

HUNDSON 

AIRFIELD & 

WOODLAND

SLMP Scope Plan

SLMP Vision Plan

SLMP Vision Section
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Consolidated Considerations Plan

SLMP Considerations & Opportunities

Opportunities Plan

KEY

SLMP Study Area
Existing watercourses & 
waterbodies
EA Flood Risk Zone 2
EA Flood Risk Zone 3
20m Ecological Buffer to key 
watercourses

Ancient and Semi-Natural Woodland
Ancient Replanted Woodland
Veteran Trees
Local Wildlife Site
Great Crested Newts
Woodland Buffer

Hedgerow Buffer
PROW - Footpaths & Bridleways
Scheduled Monuments
Listed Building - Grade I
Listed Building - Grade II*
Listed Building - Grade II

266 kV Grid and Pylons
Gas
LVIA & Dev Spec Key Views
Neighbourhood Plan Key Views
Village Development
STC Corridor

KEY

SLMP Study Area

Character Area Zone - Woodland

Character Area Zone - Plateau

Character Area Zone - Parkland

Character Area Zone - Valley

Existing Woodland

Existing Ancient and Semi-Natural 
Woodland

Existing Ancient Replanted 
Woodland

Existing Local Wildlife Sites

Existing PROW network

STC route

Existing Key Heritage Assets

Heritage Hot-spots

Focus locations for Key Views

Ecological Enhancement 
Opportunities

Strategic Movement Opportunities

Strategic SuDS Opportunities

Village Development

NOTE: Refer to Existing 
Views Plan for detailed mapping of 
Viewpoints

Eastwick

Eastwick

Stort Valley

Stort Valley

Gilston 
Pye Corner

Gilston 
Pye Corner

Hunsdon Airfield

Hunsdon Airfield

Hunsdonbury

Hunsdonbury

Hunsdon

Hunsdon

Gilston House

Gilston House

Golden Brook

Golden Brook

Eastwick Brook

Eastwick Brook

VILLAGE 01

VILLAGE 01

VILLAGE 02

VILLAGE 02

VILLAGE 07

VILLAGE 07

VILLAGE 06

VILLAGE 06

VILLAGE 03

VILLAGE 03

VILLAGE 04

VILLAGE 04

VILLAGE 05

VILLAGE 05

Gilston Park

Gilston Park

Eastwick Wood Country Park

Eastwick Wood Country Park

Gilston Fields

Gilston Fields

Home Wood & Gibson’s Shaw

Home Wood & Gibson’s Shaw

Hunsdon Green Corridor/ Community Park

Hunsdon Green Corridor/ Community Park

As part of the Gilston Strategic Landscape Masterplan, the 
current site conditions have been reviewed and mapped utilising 
the latest OS Photography, and GIS data-sets. The Consolidated 
Considerations Plan on this board compiles key areas of analysis 
into one diagram, therefore giving an overview of the various 
landscape layers which inform the SLMP strategies. 

The Opportunities diagram illustrates the key moves, informed 
by the Considerations studies, that the SLMP will implement to 
achieve the vision it sets for the Gilston Area. 

1. Woodlands
Including Ancient and 
Semi-Natural Woodland 
and Ancient Replanted 
Woodland

1. Woodlands
Protect existing 
woodlands by providing 
buffer zones

2. Watercourses
Including Golden 
Brook, Fiddler's Brook 
and Eastwick Brook 
in the Strategic Green 
Corridors

2. Character 
Areas 
Allow the 4 distinct 
character zones to 
influence the character 
of design proposals 

3. Hedgerows

Existing networks of 
hedgerows across the 
site

4. Heritage
Including Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments and 
Listed Buildings

3. Heritage
Create better access 
and interpretation of 
heritage features

5. Views
As identified in 
Development 
Specification and the 
Landscape Visual 
Impact Assessment

4. Views
Respect the 
views identified 
in Development 
Specification and 
Neighbourhood Plan

6. Habitats
Including Local Wildlife 
Sites and Great Crested 
Newts sites

5. Habitats
Create network of 
ecological connections 
through enhanced 
habitats

7. Footpaths
Including existing Public 
Right of Ways

6. Movement
Build on the existing 
networks of paths and 
PROWs to enhance 
access through the site

7. Blue 
Infrastructure 
Use of Sustainable 
Drainage Solutions to 
manage water across 
the site

Key Existing Site 
Considerations

 
Opportunities
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KEY (Village 1-6)

SLMP Study Area

Village Developable Areas

Village Naming Conventions

Existing Site Levels AOD (Above 
Ordenance Datum)

Up to 5 storeys/maximum 18m ridge 
height

Up to maximum 14m ridge height

Area of additional height control where 
building ridge height limited to 11m and 
finished ground levels are subject to no 
limit of deviation

Finished ground levels are subject to 
limit of deviation of +/- 3m from existing 
AOD height

Finished ground levels are subject to 
limit of deviation of +/- 5m from existing 
AOD height

Sensitive Development Area - Refer to 
Parameter Plan 2

KEY (Village 7)

Indicative Village Centre Boundary

Retained Hedgerow/Tree Line/ Scrub

Retained Buildings

Existing Brickhouse Farm House and 
Stable Range Retained in Current Use

Buildings proposed for demolition

+45-50m AOD
+50-55m AOD
+55-60m AOD

Development to be no taller than 13m 
in height (3 storeys) from ground level 
to top of roof

Development to be no taller than 16m 
in height (4 storeys) from ground level 
to top of roof

Development to be no taller than 16m 
in height (4 storeys) from ground level 
to top of roof

KEY

SLMP Study Area
Village Developable Area
Application Site Boundary to Stort 
Crossings
Sustainable Transport Corridor, 
Indicative Community Pedestrian and 
Cycle Route & Limit of Deviation
Village Name Convention (1-7)
Strategic Access Points (Applied for 
in Detail)
Central Stort and Eastern Stort 
Crossing (Subject tot Separate 
Application)
Interface with Existing Road 
Network*
Interface with Existing Watercourse & 
Road Network*
Connection to Sustainable Transport 
Corridor
Proposed Traffic Management for 
Eastwick**
Potential no Through Road for 
Vehicles **
Proposed Pedestrian and Cycle 
Bridge Structure
Village 1 Access - Sustainable Modes
Existing Footpaths
Existing Public Rights of Ways 
(PROW)
Existing PROW to be Improved
Existing PROW to be Potentially 
Modified 
Commuter Pedestrian & Cycle 
Routes New***
Commuter Pedestrian & Cycle 
Routes Enhanced Existing***
Leisure Pedestrian & Cycle Routes 
New***
Leisure Pedestrian & Cycle Routes 
Enhanced Existing***

KEY

SLMP Study Area

Village Developable Area

Village Corridors

20m Buffer to Existing Ancient 
Woodlands

20m Ecological Buffer from centre 
line to main stem of Fiddlers’ Brook, 
Golden Brook, Eastwick Brook and 
Pole Hole Brook

10m Buffer to Existing Woodlands

5m Buffer to Existing Hedgerows

16m Easement Either Side for Water 
Main

135m Easement Either Side for Gas 
Main

118m Easement Either Side for 
Electricity Pylons

Sensitive Development Area

20m Wide Ecological Buffers

Local Wildlife Site

Permanent Pasture

Veteran Tree

Scheduled Ancient Monument Sites

Line of Sustainable Transport 
Corridor within Limit of Deviation

St Mary’s Church

Eastwick Moated Site

Mount Moated Site

Ecologically Sensitive Area

Combined V1-6 & V7 Parameter Plan - 
Maximum Heights

Combined V1-6 & V7 Parameter Plan - 
Access and Movement

*  Subject to Monitor and Manage Approach
**  Location and Configuration to be 

Determined at the Village Masterplan 
Stage

***  Indicative - Location and configuration 
to be determined at Village Masterplan 
Stage

Outline Planning Parameter Plans

KEY

SLMP Study Area

Existing Buildings to be Retained

Existing Building to be 
Demolished

Existing Buildings to be Retained 
or Demolished

Existing Vegetation to be 
Removed

Ancient Woodland - Including 
Ancient and Semi-Natural 
Woodland and Ancient Replanted 
Woodland

Woodlands

Hedgerows

Veteran Trees

400 Kv Electricity Cables

Other Existing OHLE Cables

Other Existing OHLE Cables to be 
Under-grounded

Note:  Details of precise vegetation loss 
around the proposed strategic 
access points into the site can be 
found on the approved site access 
plans

KEY

SLMP Study Area

Village Developable Areas

Landscape Areas

Eastwick Woodland Park

Hunsdon Airfield Park

Strategic Green Corridor

Community Parks

Sensitive Development Area

Community Sports

Community Play Area

School Sports Area

Line of Sustainable Transport 
Corridor  within Limit of Deviation

KEY

SLMP Study Area

Village Developable Area

Villages Naming Convention

Predominantly Residential

Residential Employment

Education and Mixed Use Zones

Green Infrastructure

Sustainable Transport Corridor

Sensitive Development Area

Schedules Ancient Monuments

Safeguarded Zone for Gypsies 
and Travellers

Submitted Parameter Plans
A series of Parameter Plans were submitted with the V1-6 and V7 Outline 
Planning Applications (OPAs). 

The Parameter Plans provide the basis for future Village Masterplans 
and the Strategic Landscape Masterplan, as well as Reserved Matters 
Applications. 
The Parameter Plans identify the spatial framework of the Village Development 
and define those elements that are subject to limits of deviation or some extent 
of flexibility. The Parameter Plans contain some contextual information to assist 
interpretation and orientation of the scheme – both inside and outside the 
site boundary. The V1-6 and V7 Parameter Plans have been combined in the 
illustrations below for ease of reference. 

Submitted Development Specification
Development Specifications were submitted as part of both the V1-6 and V7 
Outline Planning Applications (OPAs). 

The primary purpose of the Development Specifications is to 
define and describe the principal components of the Gilston Area 
Development, as well as the parameters that will guide future Village 
and Landscape Masterplans, and detailed applications to be submitted 
under Reserved Matters.
The Development Specification also sets out objectives for the uses of the 
different green spaces across the site which are a key focus of the SLMP such 
as Eastwick Woods Country Park and Hunsdon Airfield Park. It also provides 
other contextual details such as descriptions of buffers to sensitive features, 
which will be developed into typical details as part of the SLMP study. 

Combined V1-6 & V7 Parameter Plan - Village 
Corridors, Constraints and Developable Area

Combined V1-6 & V7 Parameter Plan - 
Existing Vegetation and Buildings

Combined V1-6 & V7 Parameter Plan - 
Green Infrastructure and Open Space

Combined V1-6 & V7 Parameter Plan - 
Principle Land Uses

+60-65m AOD
+65-70m AOD
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KEY

SLMP Study Area

Village Boundary

Character Area Zones:

 - Woodland

 - Plateau

- Parkland

- Valley

Existing Woodland

Woodland

Hedgerow

Avenue

Windbreak

Woodland Pasture/Groves

Individual Trees (Accent/Legacy)

Valley

KEY

SLMP Study Area

Dark corridors

Dark corridor buffer (indicative)

Zones with restricted lighting

Unlit key routes through SLMP

STC - Lit

STC - Lighting to limit ecological 
impact

Community Parks - Sensitive 
lighting 

Villages

Sport pitches - Unlit

Artificial sport pitches - 
Floodlighting

Bat roosts - Datasearch

Bat roosts - Survey (2005-2017)

Suspected bat roosts in vicinity

SLMP Strategies
SLMP Strategies Introduction

The Gilston Strategic Landscape Masterplan Strategies develop the 
commitments set out within the OPA Parameter Plans, and utilise 
the updated technical analysis of the Site Analysis and Constraints 
Studies, to provide a series of definitive strategy plans which will 
form the basis of the design development for the Character Areas and 
determine the features to be defined within the Strategic Landscape 
Masterplan Design Codes. 

The Strategies are used as the basis to define detailed strategies, for 
example, locations of access routes, and key amenities, such as sports and 
play facilities, as well as features such as lighting and planting, which will be 
detailed at Reserved Matters Application Stage.

Developing Regulatory Plans & Design Codes

The Strategies developed as part of the Gilston Strategic Landscape 
Masterplan form the basis of the design development of the Character 
Areas. Each of the Character Areas will have a specific vision and 
principles that will guide the masterplan and detailed design of 
Reserved Matter Applications (RMA) in due course

This will be achieved through the use of both Regulatory Plans and Design 
Codes.  These will define aspects of design that must be followed as well as 
aspects of design that can be more flexible. The Design Codes and Regulatory 
Plans will provide a set of tools, approaches and guidance, based on typical 
details, which will inform the detailed design at RMA stage. Examples of the 
illustrative guidance to be delivered as part of the Design Codes are set out 
below. 

Hunsdon Community Park
Hunsdon Community 
Park will form the
northern edge 
of Village 7, with 
Hunsdon
House lying to the 
north. The Football 
Hub, providing key 
amenities, will be the 
main
active use within the 
park.

Hunsdon Airfield Park
Hunsdon Airfield comprises of 
agricultural land located on the 
Hunsdon Plateau, characterised 
by open views framed by existing 
woodland blocks. The Hunsdon 
Airfield Country Park will retain 
agricultural uses while providing 

enhanced access to countryside. The SLMP will explore 
ways of enhancing the ecological value of the agricultural 
land whilst lowering environmental impacts. 

Eastwick Wood Country Park
The existing woods, 
scattered throughout 
the North of the Gilston 
Area present an 
opportunity to create 
a diverse mosaic 
of habitats. The 

proposed country park will balance human 
uses, productive landscapes and landscapes 
managed for ecology and wildlife. New 
pathways will provide access for existing and 
new residents and enhance access to the 
countryside. 

SLMP Character Areas

Eastwick Wood Country Park - Visualisation Indicative Only

Hunsdon Airfield Country Park - Visualisation Indicative Only

Hunsdon Community Park - Illustrative Plan Indicative Only

Tree Planting Strategy

KEY

SLMP Study Area

Existing Woodland and Hedgerow

Woodland Buffers 20m

Waterway Buffer 20m

Existing Hedgerows

Village Corridors

Strategic Green Corridors

Parks

Stort Valley

River Stort Corridor

Primary Landscape Corridor

Secondary Landscape Corridor

Woodland Corridor

Enhanced Hedgerow Corridor

Tributaries Corridors - Include SuDS

NOTE:  Detail of landscape features within 
village boundaries to be addressed 
by the respective VMPs, not the 
SLMP

Green Infrastructure Strategy

Active Travel Strategy Lighting Strategy Active Travel Strategy

Eastwick

Stort Valley

Gilston 
Pye Corner

Hunsdon 
Airfield

Hunsdonbury

Hunsdon

Widford

Harlow

Gilston House

Terlings 
Park

Eastwick

Stort Valley

Gilston 
Pye Corner

Hunsdon 
Airfield

Hunsdonbury

Hunsdon

Widford

Harlow

Gilston House

Terlings 
Park

Eastwick

Stort Valley

Gilston 
Pye Corner

Hunsdon 
Airfield

Hunsdonbury

Hunsdon

Widford

Harlow

Gilston House

Terlings 
Park

KEY

SLMP Study Area

Gilston Area

Village Developeable Areas

Railway Stations

Existing Lanes

Hunsdon Airfield Park Track

Pedestrian & Cycle  
Commuter Routes - STC*

Pedestrian & Cycle  
Commuter Routes* 

Pedestrian & Cycle Leisure 
Routes*

Pedestrian Leisure Routes*

Key destinations

  Village Centres*

  Schools*

PROWs in site context

Existing context roads

River Stort (indicative)

*Indicative and to be confirmed 
at Village Masterplan and RMA 
stages
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Emerging Concept Masterplan

How to read the Design Code

SLMP

The Strategic Landscape Masterplan sets out the 
vision for retention and enhancement of existing 
and valued landscape features of the site such 
as designated wildlife site, ancient woodlands 
and water courses, and the provision of large 
areas of open space; enabling ecological gain 
within the site and surrounding area and providing 
enjoyment of the landscape for all. 
In addition, the landscape spaces provide key 
landscape services as part of the core green 
infrastructure supporting the Gilston Area 
development, through management of surface 
water, air quality, and provision of bridleways, 
walking and cycling routes to achieve the 
objectives of sustainable living. 
The Landscape Masterplan has been developed 
around an understanding of the overarching 
landscape character of the site, evolving from the 
Woodland Park and Plateau of the higher ground 
in the north, through the Parkland spaces within 
the heart of the Masterplan, and then sloping 
down to the Stort Valley corridor. 

The study will result in a definitive design 
document which will guide future stages of the 
Gilston Area Development.

The SLMP will...

...Aim to Introduce Sustainable Land Uses and Management Practices

...Create Productive Landscapes ...Provide Sports Facilities for Communities

... Provide Access to the Countryside ... Provide Opportunities for Play

... Take into Consideration Cherished Views

... Create Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems

... Enhance Access Through the Gilston Area

Gilston Park Estate

Strategic Landscape Masterplan 
Part A -  Context and Strategies

DECEMBER 2023

DRAFT

Strategic Landscape Masterplan 
Part B - Regulatory Plan & Design Code

Gilston Park Estate

DECEMBER 2023

Part A - Context & Strategies

Part B - Reg Plan & Design Codes

SLMP Part A is the starting point for all proposals

Strategic Site Wide Reg Plan

1:2500 Reg Plan

Character Area Design Principles & Requirements

Detailing Topic - Typology & Requirements

Checklist

RMA Design Proposal

Eastwick Wood
Eastwick Wood 
Countryside Park
will provide opportunities 
for recreation in a semi-
natural setting.

Agriculture
Areas of agriculture 
retained in around 
Hunsdon Airfield Park

Golden Brook 
Valley
Will provide improved 
habitats, new walking 
routes and opportunities 
for playAirfield Park

Open character of the 
area will be maintained. 
Opportunities for 
informal recretaion in 
countryside setting

Allotments
Allotments will be 
provided throughout the 
Gilston Area

Destination 
Play
2 Destination play 
grounds across the 
Gilston Area

Gilston Fields
Will include community 
sports, including cricket 
pitches, and play areas. 

Sports Fields
Cluster of football fields 
will be provided on the 
edge of Village 4. 

Gilston Park
Gilston Park will include 
community facilities 
including play, sports 
and a community 
orchard

Home Wood
Enhance access 
through the woodland 
in a sensitivity way to 
ensure valuable habitats 
are maintained

Village Playing 
Field
A village playing field 
will be provided for each 
village

Football Hub
A football hub will 
be provided within 
Hunsdon Community 
Park

Design Code
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Design Requirements

Activity & Use
1. Community sports facilities must form a focal point within the park. A 

network of proposed paths should centre around these proposed 
facilities. Refer to “5.4.4 Sports and Recreation” for the sports facilities 
that must be provided.  

2. A pavilion must be provided - refer to “5.5.8 Ancillary Buildings within the 
Landscape”

3. Community facilities must be provided within Gilston Park to provide 
nodes of activity in key areas. These must be easily accessible via the 
active travel routes proposed throughout the park.

 – 1 no. Destination Play area - to be located on the border between 
Gilston Park and the area of ancient replanted woodland in Home 
Wood - refer to “5.4.5 Play”

 – 1No. Neighbourhood Play (minimum 2000sqm) - refer to “5.4.5 
Play”

 – 1No. Community Orchard as part of Village 1 provision. Must be 
located to be easily accessed by active travel from Village 1. Refer 
to “5.4.6 Community Food Production”

 – Outdoor Performance Area
4. The school sport site, associated with the Village 1 secondary school, 

must be sensitively integrated into the landscape and include provision 
for suitably positioned access gates between the school sports site and 
Gilston Park. 

 – Landforms must be sensitively integrated in accordance with 
“5.2.4 Topography and Levels”

 – A positive boundary treatment must be provided. This may 
include screening from tree planting or SuDS features 

Access & Movement
5. A shared pedestrian and cyclist east-west leisure route linking the STC to 

Village 5 must be provided through the centre of the park, providing 
access from adjacent villages and providing activity through the centre of 
the park. Where feasible, this route should be designed to accessibility 
standards. 

6. Access points must be clear, accessible and easily-identifiable
7. To deliver the design proposals for Gilston Park, the existing PROWs 

passing through Gilston Park should be diverted. The directness of the 
route must be maintained where possible

8. Interchange with STC corridor must be provided to encourage active 
modes of travel to the park. This must include cycle parking

9. A sensitive landscape interface must be created on the boundary of 
Gilston Park and the STC which supports use as a primary active travel 
route

10. All modes parking, including cycle parking, must be provided in strategic 
locations. This must be sensitively integrated into the design proposals to 
reduce the visual impact on the park design. 

Green & Blue Infrastructure
11. SuDS infrastructure must be provided to drain the sports pitches
12. Buffer Zones must be provided to Home Wood, The Chase and existing 

hedgerows in line with the Regulatory Plans and the design guidance set 
out in “5.2.5 Existing Vegetation”

13. SuDS features must be provided within primary paths and STC corridor
14. Veteran trees must be protected and celebrated
15. Proposed trees and planting proposals should be reflective of the 

proposed parkland character and the existing locally listed historic 
landscape. 

Public Realm
16. Sports pitch earthworks must be sensitively integrated into the existing 

topography
17. Sensitive boundary interface must be provided to the boundary between 

the Village 1 and Gilston Park. This should include active frontages and 
informal soft landscape buffers of parkland character

18. Sensitive lighting must be provided to key routes. Lighting proposals 
must consider safety of the park users whilst minimising ecological 
impact of the proposals

19. Seating must be provided in key locations, including seating associated 
with the proposed community sports pitches

Heritage & Views
20. The design proposals should sensitively respond to The Chase:

 – Access should be considered to avoid adverse impacts including 
potential sensitive fencing of an appropriate character

21. Heritage interpretation must be provided to The Chase
22. Lime Avenue should be extended into the park, following historic 

precedents
23. Design proposals must be sensitive to existing site topography. 

Significant alterations of topography must be avoided to avoid adverse 
impact on important views and should positively contribute to the views 
to and from Gilston House

Character Areas - Gilston Park - CA5

4.7.2 Design Principles
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Fig. 41. Gilston Park - Regulatory Plan Extract

Existing Woodland
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Existing Lake 
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Biodiverse Grassland

Sports Pitches
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Destination Play 
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Destinations:

Key nodes - to include 
potential locations for seating 
areas and cycle parking (refer to 
“5.5.2 Public Realm Design”) and 
interpretation (refer to “5.5.6 Wayfinding 
and Legibility”) 

Destination Play

Community Sport

Community Growing

Publicly accessible cafe to 
Cricket Pavilion

Parking (Indicative)

Informal open space  - 
kickabout

Earthwork amphitheatre

Gilston Park Illustrative Plan - Key

Fig. 42. Gilston Park - Illustrative Layout
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Refer to GSLM605-GRA-X-XX-DR-L-1112
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